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Dear Campus Community: 

As we announced last evening, the two samples that were sent to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) to be tested for the Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) were negative. We also learned that the 

CDC and the U.S. Department of State (DOS) significantly updated their guidance on travel and guidelines for 

monitoring the health of those who have recently entered the U.S. from China. 

While there are currently no confirmed or suspected cases of the virus in Ohio, for the safety of our University 

community, we are implementing additional guidelines consistent with yesterday’s federal public health 

recommendations.   

Self-quarantine for travelers returning to the U.S. after Feb. 2 

In accordance with new federal guidance, any Miami University student, faculty, or staff member who returns 

to the U.S. from China after Sunday, February 2, at 5 p.m. EST will not be permitted to come to campus to 

work, attend class, or participate in any campus or community activity for 14 days after leaving mainland 

China.  

 The reason for more strict restrictions is because the increase in coronavirus cases in China in recent 

days has increased the infection risk for more recent travelers.  

  Students, faculty, or staff who need assistance with these restrictions can contact irt@miamioh.edu. 

 The University will work with anyone impacted by the restrictions to identify the appropriate 

accommodations for completing academic work or attendance for employment. 

 Self-monitoring for other travelers 

 For individuals who returned from China before Sunday, February 2, at 5 p.m. EST, public health 

officials ask that you self-monitor your health for 14 days after traveling from China for fever and 

respiratory symptoms but recommend no other changes in activities at this time.  

 If you are self-monitoring, we ask that you please fill out this travel reporting form. 

 If you are experiencing symptoms and have traveled to the impacted area, please first call Student 

Health Services at 513-529-3000 to receive guidance on next steps.  

 Travel restrictions 

mailto:irt@miamioh.edu
https://miamioh.edu/student-life/_files/documents/student-health/infectious-diseases/self-monitoring-health-form.pdf
https://miamioh.formstack.com/forms/novel_coronavirus_2019n_cov_reporting


 As announced last week, University-sponsored travel to China remains prohibited for all students, 

faculty, and staff members.  

 The CDC and the DOS have listed China at their highest level of travel alerts, and all U.S. airlines have 

announced temporary cancellation of service to and from China. 

 The U.S. federal government has also placed new restrictions on some non-U.S. citizens/permanent 

residents coming to the U.S. who have recently been in China. Non-U.S. nationals, other than immediate 

family of U.S. citizens and permanent residents, with prior travel to China in the past 14 days will be 

denied entry to the U.S.  

While we want to take all precautions to advance the safety of our community, please remember that unless you 

have recently returned from China, there is no need to change any routine activities or behaviors related to the 

coronavirus. The best way to prevent the spread of any type of infection — including the flu, which is much 

more prevalent in the U.S. — is to practice routine hygiene etiquette:  

 Washing hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

 It is especially important to wash your hands: 

  

o Before, during, and after you prepare food. 

o Before you eat and after you use the bathroom. 

o After handling cash. 

o More frequently when someone in your house is sick. 

o Before/after smoking/vaping. 

o Before/after using public computers. 

 Using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

 Cover your coughs and sneezes with your arm. 

 Frequent cleaning of doorknobs, light switches, and other commonly touched areas with disinfectant 

wipes. 

 Avoiding contact with people who are ill. 

 Stay home from work or school if you are ill. 

 While we will continue to stay in close contact with the Ohio Department of Health and the Butler County 

Health District, this is the last daily update IRT plans to send out. We will, however, send updates if University, 



local, and federal guidelines change or other circumstances warrant. The call center closed at noon today; if you 

have any further questions, please email irt@miamioh.edu. The safety and well-being of our students, faculty, 

and staff, as always, are our top priority. 

For additional information about coronavirus, including symptoms, treatment, or a list of University precautions 

and requirements, please visit the university’s coronavirus webpage.  

Thank you, 

Institutional Response Team 

Miami University 
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